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2999 - Combining one’s secular specialty with Islamic knowledge

the question

One of my brothers is confused, and the matter has to do with his studies. He is doing very well in

mathematics and physics, but he wants to study Islamic knowledge at university next year, in sha

Allaah. He told me that if he pursues his specialty – i.e., mathematics and physics – this will keep

him from studying the Islamic sciences in depth. He is debating which of the two options will be

best for him. What do you advise, may Allaah reward you?

Detailed answer

Praise be to Allah.

You brother could continue his studies in the specialty mentioned, and also study Islamic sciences

with one of the scholars, or after completing his studies, he could join one of the institutes or

colleges of sharee’ah in order to learn about his religion and gain knowledge and understanding of

sharee’ah. If he fears that continuing to study mathematics will keep him from studying sharee’ah,

he can give that up and occupy himself with Islamic studies, because this is more important and

more beneficial, and because he was created to worship his Lord with insight. There is no way to

do this except by the help of Allaah and then by studying the sciences of sharee’ah. May Allaah

makes matters easy for him and bless him in his studies.
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