147372 - They want to stop praying in the mosque and pray in the lecture
hall to have an impact on non-Muslims
the question
In the university where I study, we organize a da‘wah week every year, where we call the nonMuslims in the university to Islam using diﬀerent techniques. This year, the organizers came up
with a new idea; they suggested that we should oﬀer one of the prayers in one of the university
lecture halls instead of in the mosque. The aim of that is to show one of the rituals of Islam so that
they would have more questions about Islam. But in fact I was not sure whether this way is
acceptable, because if it is successful, they will repeat it several times in the coming years. What
is the ruling on this action? If it is repeated every year, would it come under the heading of
bid‘ah?.
Detailed answer

Praise be to Allah.
Firstly:
We appreciate your keenness to convey the message of Islam to people, and your keenness to
implement the Sunnah and not go against sharee‘ah. We ask Allah, may He be exalted, to make
things easy for you and to grant you the best of rewards.
Secondly:
Praying in congregation in the mosque is obligatory for everyone who can hear the call to prayer in
an ordinary voice without any barriers and without ampliﬁcation through loudspeakers. The more
correct scholarly view is that it is only obligatory in a mosque in which the call for prayer is given.

1/2

For more information see the answer to question no. 38881
But there may be some cases in which shar‘i needs or important interests make it permissible for
a group of Muslims to oﬀer prayer in congregation somewhere other than in the mosque.
There is no doubt that calling non-Muslims to Islam is an important aim. If you think it most likely
that your praying in the lecture hall will have an impact on them, and may be the cause of some of
them becoming Muslim, then there is nothing wrong with praying in the lecture hall. So you can
give the adhaan and iqaamah, and pray in congregation.
If that is done every year, it is not bid‘ah (an innovation), because the aim behind it is a legitimate
shar‘i aim, namely openly practising the rituals of Islam and calling non-Muslims to the faith. But
you should not set a speciﬁc date for that every year or every month and so on; rather that should
be done according to need. Then you can do it on diﬀerent days and choose the best day to get
the largest congregation and so that the largest possible number of non-Muslims can watch.
And Allah knows best.
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